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i DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

* * i 
* ' * 

1J ; ; Applicant's election without traverse of Invention I in the reply filed on 6/29/07 is 
acknowledged. ! 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. !; Claims 3 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

I' i 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

I i ! 

regards as the invention. 



Claim 3 'recites the limitation "said content" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent 

i- -i i 

basis for this limitation in the claim. The Examiner will treat the claim as though it depends 

.'!'!' i 

• ■ i i 

upon claim 2, instead of claim 1, until otherwise notified. 



Claim 24 recites the limitation "the center" in line 1. There is insufficient antecedent 

a 

basis for this limitation in the claim. The Examiner will treat the claim as though it depends 

', ' ! 

!«■','!• < 
» !*,<:*■ i 

upon dlaim 23, instead of claim 22, until otherwise notified. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

' • ! » ! 

3. ; The follpwing is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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» 4 

' ; 

" ' \ • 1 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
; section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
\ such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
i : having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner iniwhich the invention was made. 



V i 



4. 



Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9, 1 1, 13-20, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



. > ■ , 



unpatentable oyer USPN 6,499,665 to Meunier et al. ("Meunier") in view of USPN 5,287,414 to 

" ! i 

Foster, j 



» * 

: i 



As to claim 1, Meunier discloses a system for monitoring objects at a plurality of 



locations, comprising: 



A plurality of cameras, including at least one of the cameras at each one of the locations, 

■ i 

wherein at least one of the cameras is positioned to view at least some of the objects (column 7, 
lines 46-52, wherein the edge reader corresponds to the camera which may be located on 

» 

i ► 

desktops or individual units corresponding to a plurality of cameras); 

■ ! A unique identifier on or in each respective one of the objects, for being viewed by at 

' i i 

least one of the cameras (column 7, lines 34-45, wherein the edge code/identifier corresponds to 
the uriiq ue identifier) ; 

. ; A center having receiving means to receive monitor signals from the plurality of cameras 

\ \ . i i 

regarding the unique identifiers (column 7, lines 54-59, wherein the computer or network 

' i ; • 1 ! 

corresponds to the center); 



Wherein the center also has recording means for recording the locations of sightings of 

... : i : 

each of the unique identifiers (column 7, lines 59-60, column 9, line 52-61 and column 10, lines 
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62-66, wherein the location information and other association information may be associated 

with the edge code in memory). 

; ' 1 

; !; Meunier does not disclose expressly that wherein the center has a recording means for 
recording times of sightings of each of the unique identifiers. 

i i 

However, Foster discloses a system for monitoring objects at a plurality of locations, 
comprising: 

;• t 

; ' ■ I 

; : A plurality of scanners, including at least one of the scanners at each one of the locations, 
wherein at least one of the scanners is positioned to view at least some of the objects (column 2, 

* ' 

i .* i ■ i ' ■ 

line 59 - column 3, line 22 and column 5, lines 45-50) 

: A unique identifier on or in each respective one of the objects, for being viewed by at 

1 : ! ' I 
. * I 

:1 ; .1 : 

least one' of the Cameras (column 2 } lines 59-64); 

A center having receiving means to receive monitor signals from the plurality of cameras 

T 

J i * 

, r 

regarding the unique identifiers (column 3, lines 40-51); 

I . r 

■ . Wherein the center also has recording means for recording times and the locations of 

* ■ * 1 1 * i ■ 

sightings of each of the unique identifiers (column 5, lines 4-13). 

, Meunier & Foster are combinable because they are from the same art of image processing 

» ■ . ■ ■ 

♦ * 

specifically document storage and retrieval. 

! i > 

1 4 

■j ; At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to included recording the times of sightings of each unique identifier, as taught by Foster, 
along with the location information of sighting of each unique identifier, as disclosed by 
Meunier. 



i • • | : : 

* ■ » 

. • •; i 
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, ! ';;'.: The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a object locating and 
tracking system that allows instant locating of any object within the system, wherein location 
information is automatically entered into the system without user effort (Foster, column 1, lines 
59-65). 

■: Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Meunier with Foster to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

! ! i : ! 

■ . • < r 

•■■ ■ > : 

As to claim 2, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 1, 

i , » 

wherein a plurality of the objects are paper items, and the cameras are also for viewing content 
on the' paper itehis, and for sending said content to the center for recordation in coordination with 
the. respective unique identifiers (Meunier, column 8, lines 6-23, wherein the sheets correspond 

to paper items and scanning the sheet to record information from the surface to create a digital 

** • 

file corresponds to viewing the content and sending the content to the center for recordation), 
and wherein said content recorded at the center is searchable by users (Meunier, column 8, lines 

■ |: ' i 

25-34 y mherein the edge code can be used to search for digital content recorded at the center). 

* 

i > 

• As to claim 3, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 2, 
wherein each object comprises at least one paper, envelope cardboard item, or file, and wherein 

: : I. ! 

t 

the center is als6 for performing character recognition on said content (Foster, column 2, lines 
45-64) 

t * ■ ' 

•i\ •• -\. . : 

*. ' . ' ■ j 

* 

i 

: ■ 

i! v ! 

i 

:• •■ i 

i ■ 
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j As to claim 4, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 1, 



■ ; 



wherein the unique identifiers utilize an ink that normally is substantially invisible to humans 

♦ 

■ 

(Meunier, column 7, lines 34-37). 



< ■ : i 

4 ml I 



J .. I 



As to claim 6, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 2, 



wherein the unique identifiers comprise luminescent material, and wherein at least part of said 

i 

» * 

content is printdd or written using an ink having luminescent properties substantially similar to 



1 * , > 



luminescent properties of the luminescent material (Meunier, column 7, lines 33-45). 



i 



» * 



, j As to claim 7, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 1, 

' 1 • i 

; Wherein each of the cameras is a digital camera including an infrared or ultraviolet flash, 

•t ■ : ■ j : 

for capturing images at regular intervals using the flash (Meunier, column 9, lines 36-39); 



}. ■•< 'it. 



Wherein the unique identifiers comprise material that is invisible to humans at least 



t ■ 



between the flashes(Mewra'er, column 9, lines 36-39); and 



. Wherein the unique identifiers emit light in a certain range of the spectrum when exposed 
to the flash (Meunier, column 9, lines 36-39). 



i ; 
I 



: ; As to claim 9, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 1 



• * 



.;! ; wherein jthe objects at least one of the locations include drawers of a file cabinet (Foster, 

column 3, lines 4-19); 

• * - . * \ 

; Wherein the cameras are also for detecting use of the drawers (Foster, column 3, line 62 

* 

- column 4, line 27); and 
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Wherein the cameras are situated so that the cameras of at most one location can view 

< 

i . ■ ■ 

• • * i ♦ 

one of the unique identifiers at a particular time (Foster, column 3, line 62 - column 4, line 2). 



As to claim 1 1, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 1, 

wherein the center is for user access via at least one computer, and wherein the center is for 

■* i 

» i i 

providing data regarding particular sets of the times and the locations at which a particular one of 

i i ■ 

the unique identifiers was sighted, and also for providing data about other unique identifiers that 

i 

i * . - ■ * » 

' .; : . . 

were also sighted at the particular sets of times and the locations (Meunier, column II, lines 6-20 
and Foster, column 4, lines 28-56). 



; As to claim 13, the combination of Meunier and Foster discloses the system of claim 1, 

. .«, .: i 

further comprising an incoming object station, for applying incoming unique identifiers to at 

least some incoming objects, and furthermore for reporting to the center the incoming unique 

}•*•■• 

identifiers with corresponding information about the incoming objects (Meunier, column 7, lines 

'•.*!•.• ' 

* i 

40-60). i; I 



•As to claim 14, the combination of Meunier and Foster discloses the system of claim 1, 

■ * m . * 

' > • i 

further comprising at least one paper processing device for reporting to the center electronic 
images of paper items being processed, and for reporting the unique identifiers of the paper items 

: • * [■ ; * '. ■ ■ • 

" i ; 

(Meunier, column 8, lines 6-24). 
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■■■ ■■•■i '■■ 

As to claim 15, the combination of Meunier and Foster discloses the system of claim 1, 

■ 

wherein the paper processing device is a printer, sorter, copier or facsimile machine (Meunier, 
column 7, lines 46-50 and column 8, lines 6-24). 



As to claim 16, the combination of Meunier and Foster disclose the system of claim 1 3, 

« 

i * * 

i • • fc " 

wherein the incoming object station further comprises determining means for determining 

■ 

whether incoming material already includes incoming identifiers, and if so determining whether 

■ ' i 1 ! 

i 

i ; . ; ; 

at least some of: the incoming identifiers are adequate for use in-house (Meunier, column 9, lines 
36-51) 



As to claim 17, the combination of Meunier and Foster discloses the system of claim 13. 



• F 



wherein the incoming object station further comprises determining means for determining 
whether incoming material already includes incoming identifiers, and for determining whether 



the incoming identifiers indicate at least one source from which the incoming material came 



» * i 



(Meuriier, column 9, lines 36-50). 



: As to claim 18, the combination of Meunier and Foster discloses the system of claim 17, 

i' . * i 

** i 

* f ( ■ 

wherein the determining means is also for determining whether the at least one source is self- 

* 

• 'l ! 

i 

consistent with other indications in the incoming material as to the source (Meunier, column 9, 

■ - ' \ 1 ; * 

lines 36-51) 



As to claim 19, please refer to the rejection of claim 1 above. 
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As to claim 20, please refer to the rejection of claim 2 above. 
As to claim 23, please refer to the rejection of claim 1 above. 
; As to claim 24, please refer to the rejection of claim 2 above. 



■ ' ■ ! I 

I 



■t • : 



i i ■ * 



5. Claims lOand 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 

■ • 

Meunier and Foster in view of US 2005/0062603 to Fuerst et al. ("Fuerst"). 



. : 1 ■ 1 

As to claim 10, the combination of Meunier and Foster discloses the system of claim 9. 
The combination of Meunier and Foster does not disclose expressly wherein a person 

i * * 

who accesses the file cabinet is equipped with a radio-frequency identification (RFID) tag having 
an RFID signal that is reported to the center. 



« : 



£; Fuerst discloses a system for monitoring objects at a plurality of locations wherein a 
person who accesses the file cabinet is equipped with a radio-frequency identification (RFID) tag 

i ■ f ■ 1 

having an RFID signal that is reported to the center (paragraphs 14 and 20). 

* 

* ■ 
■ r * 

; Meunier, Foster & Fuerst are combinable because they are from the same art of object 

■■..ii i 

tracking: j 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 



j, ... i 



the art to incorporate the process of equipping a person with a RFID tag and reporting their 



access to a file cabinet, as taught by Fuerst, with the system for monitoring objects disclosed by 

■ , ■ i : I 

. ; * i t 

the combination of Meunier !and Foster. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide secure record storage 



aind retrieval system (Fuerst, paragraph 1 1). 
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Therefore, it would Have been obvious to combine Meunier and Foster with Fuerst to 
obtain; the invention as specified in claim 10. 



; : As to claim 12, the combination of Meunier, Foster and Fuerst disclose the system of 

■ ■'- ■ i ; 

claim 1 0, wherein the center is for user access via at least one computer, and wherein the center 
is for providing data regarding particular sets of times and locations at which a particular one of 
the unique identifiers was sighted {Meunier, column 11, lines 6-20 and Foster, column 4, lines 

I 

28-56) aild also|for providing relevant radio-frequency identification data (Fuerst, paragraph 



22). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

6. ; Claims 5, 8, and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 



would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim: and any intervening claims. 



* . • • • • * 



Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



discloisure. 



"'"j USPN 5^455,410 to Schneider discloses a process of object monitoring. 
;:;USPN 61,554,188 to Johnson et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 

USPN 6,860,422 to Hull et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 
! US 2004/0079796 to Hull et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 
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> 

Y.USPN 6,260,049 to Fitzgerald et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 
US 2001/0053981 to Wyssen discloses a process of object monitoring. 

• ♦ 

; . USPN 4,457,016 to Pfeffer discloses a process of object monitoring. 

USPN 6,744,936 to Irons et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 

• ; . i 

i : 
i 

• USPN 6i,775,422 to Altman discloses a process of object monitoring. 

US 2006/0028689 to Perry et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 

i * 

1 ' ■ * * 

' USPN 6,628,412 to Jeran et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 



■ ' I 



US 2004/0027604 to Jeran et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 



- US 2003/0095186 to Aman et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 
US 6,972,787 to Allen et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 



USPN 6 



644,764 to Stephens, Jr. discloses a process of object monitoring. 



r ■ 

US 2002/0063744 to Stephens, Jr. discloses a process of object monitoring. 



■ i . 



USPN 6,933,849 to Sawyer discloses a process of object monitoring. 
US 2004/00081 14 to Sawyer discloses a process of object monitoring. 



US 2001/0000019 to Bowers et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 

■ i i 

, USPN 5 ? 963,134 to Bowers et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 

USPN 6,195,006 to Bowers et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 
; US 2004/0263335 to Molnar discloses a process of object monitoring. 

USPN 5,936,527 to Isaacman et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 

USPN 5l,977,875 to Lin et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 



USPN 6,333,690 to Nelson et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 
! USPN 6,653,937 to Nelson et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 
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i.i t 
• [' ■ i 

; : 13SPN 7,019,642 to Nelson et al. discloses a process of object monitoring. 



USPN 5,485,000 to Schneider discloses a process of object monitoring. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron W. Carter whose telephone number is (571) 272-7445 



*■. * 



The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 4:30 am (Mon. - Fri.). 
■ ( , . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhayesh Mehta can be reached on (571) 272-7453. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

«... • , ! 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

• I i ■ 

t 

may.bp obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

« 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 



system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

<i ■ ■ * ' . 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 



' . ; ■ 



information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR^CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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